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Etymology and derived words. AA%i (nominative aA%iA;) is the Avestan word for "serpent" or "dragon.” It is
cognate to the Vedic Sanskrit word ahi, "snake," and without a sinister implication.. The original meaning of
dahAska is uncertain. Among the meanings suggested are "stinging" (source uncertain), "burning" (cf.
Sanskrit dahana), "man" or "manlike" (cf. Khotanese daha), "huge" or "foreign ...
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